objective, and high-quality data to all involved stakeholders. 2, 3 Increased transparency in health care will improve the health and wellness of patient populations. 16, 17 In designing their hierarchical models, the ProPublica researchers also set the hospital random effect to zero, with surgeons operating at a "hypothetical average hospital" with an average patient pool. 17 In attempting to "level the playing field among surgeons," this method undervalues the differences in care received by patients in low-and high-performing hospitals. 15 A physician with above-average outcomes could very well be given a worse ranking due to his or her association with a hospital that has poor outcomes. 18 In addition, good surgeons likely practice in good hospitals; the random hospital effect would adjust their outcomes toward the mean. 
Future Directions
Surgeon scorecards have the capacity to be a 
